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Separated and Unaccompanied Immigrant Children
Sponsors, Foster Parents, and How You Can Help

Q. What is happening with immigrant children separated from their parents?

A. In April 2018, the Trump administration announced a zero tolerance policy for those crossing the
U.S.-Mexico border without authorization and began charging them with “improper entry,” a
misdemeanor. In criminally prosecuting these individuals, the Trump administration has separated
more than 2,000 children from their parents. Parents are taken into criminal custody and/or detained for the duration
of their immigration proceedings, while children are placed in the custody of the Office of Refugee Resettlement
(ORR), which contracts with shelters around the country, including in NY. Where children will be placed (sponsor,
foster care, shelter, “family detention” centers, etc.) continues to evolve. On June 26th, a federal judge ordered the
government to stop separating families at the border and reunite separated children with their parents within 14-30
days depending on the child’s age. Outcomes for these families continue to change as the administration changes
policy on family separation.

Q. Is this new?

A. Yes, the systematic separation of children from their parents at the border is new. However, unaccompanied
minors (children who enter the country without a family member and are often teenagers) have long been placed in
ORR custody and then released to shelters, sponsors, or foster families.

Q. Which children need sponsors? Who can be a sponsor?

A. Both children separated from their parents and unaccompanied minors are placed in ORR custody. Separated
children are distinct from unaccompanied minors because they have become “unaccompanied” due to actions taken
by the Trump administration, but both need sponsors to be released from ORR custody. Rules for who can be a
sponsor are established by the Flores Settlement. The first preference is that a child be placed with a parent. If a
parent is unavailable, ORR will seek to place the child with other blood or legal relatives. If this is not possible, ORR
will place the child with non-related adult family members. ORR will only release the child to someone who has a
documented relationship with them prior to their arrival. This protects the child and prevents additional family
separation or prolonged detention. ORR interviews, fingerprints, and conducts background checks of prospective
sponsors. Once a child is placed, ORR is no longer responsible for the child’s custody/care. Rather, it is the
sponsor’s responsibility to ensure that the child attends their immigration court hearings and complies with court
orders.

Q. Can | be asponsor?

A. Under the Flores Settlement, ORR must make every effort to reunite children with a parent or family member. If
you are the family member of a child you believe has entered the country unaccompanied or has been separated
from their parent, you may call the ORR’s hotline to locate the child: 1-800-203-7001. **Note: ORR is now sharing
sponsor information with ICE. It is a good idea to consult with an attorney before calling ORR to start the sponsorship
placement process. For additional help locating a child who has been separated from their parent, email the Vera
Institute’s Family Connect Service at familyconnect@vera.org. You will need to provide the child’'s name, date of
birth, gender, nationality, best language, and A# (if you have it), as well as the names of their parents and ideally the
parents’ A#s. You can also contact the RAICES “National Families Together Hotline”: 866-378-2667.

Q. Can I become afoster parent to separated or unaccompanied children?

A. Potentially. If there is no sponsor available, ORR contracts with some organizations to provide short or long-term
foster care to a small number of separated or unaccompanied minors. Potential foster parents must be licensed,
attend training, and preferably speak the child’s first language. For more information about fostering in NYC, contact
the Cayuga Center: 315-253-5383. For fostering opportunities outside NYC, contact Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Services (LIRS): 410-230-2700 or the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: 202-541-3000.

Q. How else can | help?

A. There are many opportunities for attorneys to take on cases pro bono and non-legal volunteer needs. Volunteer
inquiries and offers for donations can be made to Catholic Charities of New York ImmigrationVolunteers@archny.org,
the Safe Passage Project at www.safepassageproject.org/help or Kids In Need of Defense (KIND) 202-824-8680.
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Nifixs inmigrantes separadxs y no acompafnadxs
Patrocinadorxs, Padres sustitutos, y Como puede ayudar

P. ;/Qué estd pasando con Ixs nifixs inmigrantes separadxs de sus padres?R. En abril de 2018,
la administracion de Trump anuncié una politica de tolerancia cero para gente cruzando la frontera de
EE.UU y México sin autorizacion, y comenzaba a acusarlxs con un “misdemeanor” o delito menor de
“entrada ilegal.” Por procesar a estas personas en el tribunal criminal, la administraciéon ha separado
mas que 2.000 nifixs de sus padres. Lxs padres estan detenidxs esperando procedimientos criminales y/o de
inmigracion mientras Ixs nifixs estan detenidxs por la Oficina de Reasentamiento de los Refugiados (“ORR”), que
contrata con acogidas por todo el pais, incluyendo en NY. Dénde colocaran estxs nifixs (con un/a patrocinador, en
acogida temporal, en refugios, en “centros de detencion familiares,” etc.) continua a cambiar. El 26 de junio, un juez
federal mandé que el gobierno pare la separacién de familias en la frontera y retina Ixs nifixs con sus padres dentro
de 14-30 dias, dependiendo en la edad del/la nifix. Las consecuencias para estas familias continuaran a desarrollar
mientras la administracion continua a cambiar su politica sobre la separacion familiar.

P. Esta politica es nueva?

R. Si, la separacion sistematica de Ixs nifixs de sus padres en la frontera es nueva. Sin embargo, nifixs no
acompafadxs (nifixs que entran el pais sin un familiar, y que muchas veces son adolecentes) han sido colocados en
la custodia de ORR y después liberados a centros acogidos, patrocinadorxs, o familias sustitutas ya hace tiempo.

P. ¢Cuales nifixs necesitan patrocinadorxs? ¢Quién puede ser patrocinador?

R. Tantos Ixs nifixs separadxs como Ixs nifixs no acompafiadxs estan colocados en la custodia de ORR. Nifixs
separadxs son distintxs de Ixs no acompanadxs porque se han convertido en nifixs “no acompafadxs” debido a las
acciones de la administracién de Trump, pero Ixs dos necesitan patrocinadorxs para estar liberadxs de ORR.
Las reglas sobre quién puede ser patrocinador/a estan establecidas en el Acuerdo de Flores. La primera preferencia
es que libera el/la nifix a su madre o padre. Si no es posible, ORR intentara colocarlx con otro familiar
consanguineo. Si tampoco es posible, ORR colocaré el/la nifix con un familiar no relacionado. ORR solo liberara
un/a nifix a alguien que tiene un parentesco documentado con ellx antes de su llegada. Esta protege el/la nifix y
evita mas separacion familiar o detencién prologada. ORR entrevistara, tomara huellas, y hara una revision de
antecedentes penales de Ixs posibles patrocinadorxs. Cuando se coloca un/a nifix, ORR no tiene mas
responsabilidad de su cuidado ni custodia. En cambio, es la responsabilidad del patrocinador asegurar que ellx
presenta en sus audiencias de inmigracion y que cumple con los mandatos de la corte.

P. ¢Puedo ser patrocinador/a?

R. Bajo el Acuerdo de Flores, ORR tiene que hacer lo posible reunir Ixs nifixs con su madre o padre u otro familiar.
Si usted es familiar de un/a nifix y cree que haya entrado el pais sin acompafamiento, o que ha sido separadx, se
puede llamar el nimero de ORR para localizar el/la nifix: 1-800-203-7001. **Fijese que ahora ORR esta
compartiendo los datos de/la patriocinador/a con ICE (la migra). Es buena idea consultar con abogadx antes de
llamar a ORR para comenzar el proceso. Para méas ayuda en localizar el/la nifix que ha sido separado, mande un
email a Vera Institute’s Family Connect Service (“servicio del Instituto Vera de conectar familias”) al
familiasunidas@vera.org. Necesitara dar el nombre completo, fecha de nacimiento, género, nacionalidad, idioma
preferido, y “nimero A” del/la nifix, mas los nombres de sus padres y idealmente los A#s de sus padres. También se
puede contactar la “Familias Unidas Linea Directa Nacional” de RAICES al 866-378-2667.

P. ¢;Puedo hacerme madre/padre sustitutx a un nifix separadx o no acompafiadx?

R. Posiblemente. Si no hay patrocinador/a disponible, ORR contrata con algunas organizaciones para dar acogido
temporal o0 alongado a pocos nifixs separadxs 0 no acompafiadxs. Padres sustitutos potenciales tienen que tener
licencia, asistir entrenamientos, y preferiblemente hablar el idioma preferida del/la nifix. Para mas informacién sobre
la acogida en NYC, llame al Cayuga Center: 315-253-5383. Para oportunidades fuera de NYC, llame al Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee Services: 410-230-2700 o al US Conference of Catholic Bishops: 202-541-3000.

P. ¢Qué mas puedo hacer?

R. Hay oportunidades para abogadxs hacer casos pro bono y también necesidad para voluntarios. Para ser
voluntario o dirigir donaciones, se puede comunicarse con Catholic Charities: ImmigrationVolunteers@archny.org ,
Safe Passage Project: www.safepassageproject.org/help , 0 Kids In Need of Defense: 202-824-8680.
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